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rhat  shoulu  Girl  Scouting  mean  to  blind  girls?  Assuredly,  it 
should  mean  to  blind  girls  all  that  It  does  to  girls  who  hey  sight  - 
opportunities  for^ct^^rdoob,  tH* ,  for  entrance  Into  the  fascinating 
Ilf  .  01"  Nature,  for  the  acquisition  of  many  skills  and  techniques,  for 
wholesome  companionship  with  others  of  their  own  age.  There  are  two 
contributions,  owover,  which  have  meaning  for  all  girls  but  which  have 

°  3,601,1  •*£•»“  *••»•««  for  i  lrls  *“*out  bight.  TOO  first  Is  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  be  of  service  to  others ,  the  second  Is  t.,t  opportunity  of 

learnlne  how  to  be  accepted  as  equals  by  seeing  mo,.bers  of  their  o„n 

social  roups • 

DUrlnB  reCent  years  »«ch  has  been  said  about  the  right  of 
Physic  Uy  handicapped  people  to  e  full  ,  rich,  tfrpy  lllc.  7u,.t  th8y 

have  this  right  cannot  very  well  be  denied,  but  It  seems  as  though 

the  time  had  come  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  no  one  can  have 

"  tri'ly  rloh’  constructive,  mature  life  who  has  not  learned  to  bear 

his  Share  of  responsibility  as  a  citizen  and  as  a  member  of  a  social 

f  roup . 


Under  normal  circumstances,  the  acquisition  of  rights  brings 
With  it  an  unavoidable  assumption  of  duties  and  responsibilities.  To 
relieve  a  .arson  of  his  obligations  while  allowing  him  to  exercise 
his  rights ,  can  only  react  against  him,  socially.  This  Is  especially 
true  of  the  physically  handicapped  girl  who,  If  she  Is  to  expect 
physically  normal  young  people  to  auapt  their  activities  to  her  physl 
c  1  disabilities,  must  be  ready  to  be  more  thoughtful  of  others  than 
lp  the  vorage  ..eelag  girl,  more  ready  to  do  her  sanre  of  the  work, 
more  reedy  to  make  allowance  for  other  people's  weaknesses.  here 
better  than  within  the  Girl  Scout  organization  can  the  blind  girl 


learn  to  exercise  her  rights  wisely  and  to  perform  her  duties  cheer¬ 
fully?  Through  its  Insistence  that  ere.  girl  live  up  to  the  Girl 
Scout  Promise  and  the  Laws,  this  movement  c  n  bring  to  ,  iris  without 
sight  actual  experience  in  being  of  service  to  others,  although  to 
find  such  opportunities  v 111  call  for  ingenuity,  patience,  and  fore¬ 
thought  on  the  part  of  the  leaders*  Because  of  their  handicap  blind 
girls  are  always  having  to  have  things  done  for  them.  If  they  go 
shopping,  someone  must  take  them;  if  they  go  to  a  party,  they  nust 
be  dependent  on  so  ieone  Use's  thoughtfulness  for  their  evening’s 
fun;  they  must  even  ask  to  have  their  personal  •  11  rei  to  th 
Constantly,  they  must  call  upon  others  to  do  services  for  them; 
rarely  are  they  in  a  position  to  be  of  service  to  others.  Conse¬ 
quently,  when  the  chance  does  come  for  them  to  help  other  people, 
they  sometimes  surprise  their  friends  by  falling  to  appreciate  the 
existence  of  the  opportunity,  or  by  resenting  Its  presence  If  they 
do  recognlz  It. 

Hot  only  can  Girl  Scouting  bring  to  these  girls  a  feeling  of 
satisfaction  in  being  of  service  to  others,  but  It  can  teach  them  to 
discriminate  wisely  as  to  the  types  of  favors  they  should  feel  free 
to  expect  from  those  who  nee.  For  Instance,  in  their  anxiety  to  bo 
entirely  independent  some  blind  .,lrl  s  refuse  to  let  seeing  friends 
help  the  \  at  the  dinner  table  even  when  they  ar  anting  In  public  -- 
a  misguided  Independence  which  often  results  In  embarrassment  for 
everyone.  Bach  blin  girl  should  bo  trained  to  wait  upon  herself  at 
table  quite  independently ,  for  at  home  she  will  not  need  to  c  11  upon 
the  family  for  assistance,  and  even  in  mbllc  she  must  sometimes  rely 
upon  herself.  Forver,  since  In  the  average  restaurant  one  can  never 
be  sure  Just  how  tender  a  piece  of  meet  if  going  to  be  until  it 
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h1  b  been  tested,  and  since  the  butter  may  be  near  the  middle  of  the 
butter  plate  or  may  be  toward  the  dinner  plate  Instead  of  away  fro i 
3 1 ,  and  since  small  plates  may  be  heaped  high  with  food,  the  only 
sure  way  for  the  blind  person  to  be  Inconspicuous  Is  to  \nve  his 
fooo  prepared  for  him.  Just  when  to  be  independent  and  when  to  accept 
help  requires  a  degree  of  Judgment  which  can  come  only  through  prac- 
tice  and  guidance.  Such  guidance  can  be  given  by  a  sympathetic  leader. 

The  first  major  contrl  utlon,  then,  whic.*  Girl  Scouting  can 

offer  to  blind  girls  Is  that  of  giving  then  t  e  opportunity  to  serve 

as  well  as  to  be  served.  The  second  is  that  of  making  possible 

happy  social  adjustments  for  the  Girl  Scout  who  does  not  see.  In 

a  sense,  of  course,  this  second  contribution  Includes  the  first. 

VA  th  visually  handicapped  glrlsj^  socl;  1  poise, and  happiness  In  social 

life, are  rare.  Thc  right  type  of  leader,  especially  if  she  lives 

outside  of  the  institution,  can  oo  much  toward  guiding  the  blind 

elrl  into  making  normal  social  contacts.  In  this  way,  the  leader 

cu  f- 

will  accomplish  nnnvt*  toward  makin0  life  more  worthwhile  for  the 
girl  without  siuht. 

Probably  the  ideal  method  of  providing  for  blind  girls  ,1th- 
In  the  Girl  Scout  organization  is  that  of  admitting  one  or  two  to 
a  troop  otherwise  compose*  of  seeing  girls.  Nevertheless,  since 
this  Is  not  often  possible  there  must  always  be  troops  composed  of 
blind  girls,  especially  In  residential  sc  ools  for  t  o  blind.  For 
each  such  troop  It  Is  highly  desirable  to  hnvi  a  sister  troop  vf 
seeing  girls  who  will  work  ana  pi  y  on  eeu-  1  terns  with  those  who 
are  blind.  Through  such  companionship  thfe-  social  ’gawkiness"  which 
Is  so  often  apparent  in  the  blind  should  bo  overcome  or  forestalled 
in  vIbu*  lly  handicapped  Girl  Sc  uts .  Thus,  under  the  social  stimulus 
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of  those,  whose  n  jproval  she  seeks,  the  blind  scout  can  be  taught  those 
many  Indefinite  but  socially  important  observances  which  are  called 
for  by  j.ood  taste,  yet  about  which  many  a  blind  girl  may  be  Ignorant 
or  Indlffer  nt  unless  they  c  n  be  made  to  seem  of  value  to  her.  *ppar- 
cntly  the  social  effectiveness  of  ood  manners  lies  more  in  their  visual 
jjrnHl r  than  we  realize.  They  often  seem  like  stupid  nonsense  to  blind 
people;  yet  the  blind  girl  who  Is  to  bo  at  hone  In  normal  social  life 
simply  must  loeru  to  conform  to  the  social  requirements  of  the  seeing, 
'’hen  one  has  had  occasion  to  see  what  minor  things  can  stand  between  a 
blind  girl  and  her  achievement  of  norm?  1  friendships  one  becomes  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  Importance  of  the  little  thin  s  In  lime.  -  or  Instance, 
blind  f  Iris  often  hold  teacups  awkwardly  and  most  Insecurely,  yet  for 
the  safety  of  tnose  around  them  at  an  afternoon  tee,  they  must  be  Per¬ 
sistent  in  trying  to  learn  how  to  manage  gracefully  not  only  a  teacup, 
but  a  saucer,  a  spoon,  a  napkin  arid  sometimes  a  plate. 

A  blind  Girl  Scout  must  also  learn  to  turn  toward  the  person 
who  Is  speaking  to  her;  she  must  learn  to  carry  herself  well,  holding 
her  head  high  and  her  body  In  good  alignment;  she  must  be  able  to  put 
other  i  Iris  at  ease;  she  must  even  learn  to  bo  gr  clous  then  her  to< 
arc  stepped  upon.  Furthermore,  she  must  learn  that  when  she,  steps  on 
someone  else's  toej,  or  spills  tea  on  so  meone  else’s  dress,  she  must  be 
ns  genuinely  contrite  as  would  a  seeing  girl,  but  she  must  not  bo  so 
supersensl tlve  In  her  reaction  as  to  nake  everyone  unco  fort  die. 

Through  meeting  her  Second  anu  First  Class  requirements,  ad 
through  her  work  for  Proficiency  Badges,  the  blind  Girl  ®  n  acquire 
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the  many  littla  graces  which  are  no  trivial  Individually  yot  which 
are  no  important  In  their  effect  on  her  nodal  adjustment.  This  she 
con  do  If  she  works  under  a  wise  loader  and  In  cooperptlo  with  under 
standing  Girl  Scouts  who  work  am-  play  with  her  In  an  atmosphere  ot 

friendliness  and  fun.  $sn  eel  11  y  in  connection  with  the  ’  o  \o  i^ors 

« 

Bpdge  sh«  should  acquire  Invaluable  poise  through  knowing  that  she 
c  n  do  Just  vihat  seeing  girls  do,  nd  can  bcco  ie  re  delightful  a 
hostess  as  any  of  them* 

To  one  who  Is  feline,  Girl  Scouting  should  mean,  more  than  any- 
thin;  else,  in  entrance  Into  the  happy  land  of  no;  ns  1  social  ilia 
with  seeing  people,  wh  re  she  Is  unqueatlonln  ly  granted  all  ol  the 
rights  accorded  to  the  unhandlcapped,  end  where  she  bears  her  share 
of  duties  and  responsibilities .  Opportunltl  s  for  service  to  others 
and  happy  personal  adjustment  with  the  seeing  --  these  t  o  are  tec 
great  contributions  which  Qlrl  Sc  mtlm.  cm  bring  to  the  blind  lrl. 
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